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Abstract:

The most common cause of heat fatalities is environmental exposure during heat waves. Deserts of the
southwestern USA are known for temperatures that exceed 32 degrees C for 30 days or more; yet,
heat-related fatalities are rare among residents of the region. We compiled data from the National Weather
Service and the Office of the Medical Examiner in order to determine the relationship between temperature
and occurrence of heat fatalities in Pima County, AZ. Logistic regression indicated that for each degree of
increase in temperature (degrees C), there was a 35% increase in the odds of a heat fatality occurring (p  

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.healthplace.2005.08.004   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Temperature

Temperature: Extreme Heat

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 Desert

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 United States

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Morbidity/Mortality

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Other Vulnerable Population: illegal immigrants

Resource Type:  
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format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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